Ohio Commission on Fatherhood

Minutes from the Meeting of Thursday, April 17,2014

Commissioners

Senator Bill Beagle

Deputy Director Kara Bertke-Wente
Ms. Carri Brown

Ms. Susan Brown

Mr. Cedric Collins
Representative Tim Derickson
Mr. Thomas Joyce

Mr. Steven Killpack
Representative Jeffrey McClain
Mr. Scott Neely

Mr. Tarik White

Representative Roland Winburn

Designees of
Commissioners

Dan Maxwell for Senator Eric Kearny

Guests

Kevin Conwell, Ward 9 Councilman (Cuyahoga)

Steve Curl, Department of Youth Services

Winston Gregg

*Harold Howard, Associate Director at Talbert House
*Deputy Director Robert Pierson, Stark County Child Support
Kyle Petty, Department of Youth Services

*Director Harvey Reed, Department of Youth Services

*Mr. David Schram, Program Participant at Talbert House

Eli Williams, Urban Light Ministries

[Presenters indicated with *]

OCF Staff

Director Kimberly Dent
Ms. Whitney Addison




10:00 to 10:05  Senator Bill Beagle

10:05-10:45 Director Harvey Reed

DYS Director Reed presented a Power Point highlighting programs such
as the CLOSE to Home Project, Baby EImo, Project More and Buckeye
Discussion Ranch that help youth and more specifically fathers in the DYS system.
The Power Point presentation was posted on OCF website following the
meeting.

Chairman Beagles asked how the Commission could help DYS strengthen
their work. Commission Brown also asked DYS Director Reed where local
community volunteers could help in their efforts to strengthen

Questions programming.

Director Reed said volunteers are most needed at their Circleville facility
and they welcome any and all volunteers.

Action Items Person Deadline

N/A

10:45-11:05 Deputy Director Rob Pierson

Stark County Child Support, Deputy Director Robert Pierson, presented
on the “Right Path for Fathers Partnership” program in Stark County. This
program is funded by a federal section 1115 Research and

Discussion Demonstration Grant for non-custodial parents in the area of
employment (CSPED). A handout summarizing the demonstration pilot
and his presentation was provided and posted on OCF website following
the meeting.

Representative Winburn asked if the program has reached out to
vocational schools and/or universities to improve the chances of
employment for participants.

Questions Director Pierson said there were no vocational schools and/or
universities involved as partners in this demonstration pilot. However, he
believes this could be an opportunity to reach out to them and build
relationships that could enhance the work of the pilot.

Action ltems  Person ' Deadline

N/A

11:05-11:15 \ Harold Howard, Associate Director

2]



Talbert House is one of the six current grantees selected for funding by
OCF. They serve fathers in Southwest Ohio in Hamilton, Butler, and
Warren Counties. Harold Howard, Associate Director, spoke about the
history and services provided by Talbert House. David Schram, a

Discussion program participant spoke about Talbert House’s fatherhood program
and how it’s changed his life and helped him become a better father. The
Power Point presentation was posted on OCF website following the
meeting.

Action Items Person Deadline

N/A

11:15-11:35 \ Director Kimberly Dent
Director Dent announced the newly elected OCF officers

Discussion Chairman- Senator Bill Beagle
Vice Chair- Steve Killpack
Secretary- Carri Brown

11:35-11:45 Senator Beagle

Discussion The minutes from February 13 were approved as submitted.

11:45-11:47 Director Kimberly Dent
Director Dent provided a written report summarizing OCF staff’s activities

Discussion from February to April 2104. Dent also shared a report on preliminary
data from OCF grantees. Both reports were posted on the OCF website
following the meeting.

11:47-11:55  Carri Brown




Discussion

Commissioner Carri Brown highlighted the Action Items generated from
today’s meeting:

1. Please reach out to any contacts you have to build interest in
volunteers for DYS facilities in Circleville as Director Reed reported a
need for volunteers specifically in that facility. Please call (614) 466-
9318 if you or any volunteers would like to get more information to
volunteer. Volunteer can also call Chaplain Sam who serves as the
volunteer coordinator at Circleville. Potential volunteers
interested in serving at Circleville can also call him directly at
740-477-2500 ext. 4120 or they can email him at
Emmanuel.Samuthram@dys.ohio.gov.

2. Carri Brown will provide information to the multi-county juvenile
detention center and OU re: modeling a peer to peer program.

3. Rob Pierson will include community colleges in stakeholder
discussion in Stark County, involving them in appropriate programs,
such as programs for nonresidential parents.

4. We all indicated that we would be interested in hearing about
opportunities to be of support in federal policy discussions relating to
the connections of employment and child support. If there are
specific opportunities to arise, everyone should pass that information
to the Commission.

5. Rob Pierson indicated that he would connect with Eli Williams in
Clark County to arrange for a presentation about the Right Path
program.

6. Everyone should encourage people to sign up for the May 21 and
May 22 Fatherhood Summit.

7. Everyone should encourage program leaders to apply for a
Fatherhood Center Achievement Award to encourage networking
and access to best practices in the field.

Action Items

Person Deadline

11:45-11:55

Whitney Addison

Discussion

Whitney gave a brief synopsis of the Responsible Fatherhood Month
Grant for June 2014. A written report summarizing the grant was
provided to all Commissioners. The report is posted on the OCF website.



mailto:Emmanuel.Samuthram@dys.ohio.gov

Ohio Fatherhood Summit

May 21-22, 2014

Crowne Plaza North-Worthington, Columbus, Ohio

Register by visiting the OCF website at www.fatherhood.ohio.gov

11:55-12:00 Commissioner Steve Killpack announced the possibility of future federal
funding to broaden and strengthen the work of OCF. He would like to
begin strategizing and planning for potential funding announcements in
advance.
Next meeting Thursday, June 19, 2014

12:00



http://www.fatherhood.ohio.gov/

