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FATHER’S DAY

Local fishing event encourages dads and 
kids to get out and get together

LOGAN RIELY | 
DISPATCH

John McDonald II helps 
his son, John III, fish at 
Franklin Park. An event 
held there yesterday 
called Fishing with Dad 
was part of a 
celebration of 
fatherhood.
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The way Joey Green sees it, the time a man spends fishing with his kids is 
a means to other catches. 

Green isn’t much of an angler anyway, and the most interesting thing he 
and his youngest son ever pulled from the water was a large bullfrog that 
they tended, briefly, in a home aquarium. 

What matters more are the moments, Green said. Like when you’re out 
there on the bank of a city-park pond or a river or a lake and your son lets 
you know what’s really on his mind.

“Maybe there’s a bully in school, or maybe Dad has done something he 
doesn’t like,” Green said. “ With soccer, baseball, football, basketball —
you’re mostly going to watch. I think fishing is a jump-start for fathers 
and their children to connect.”

Hundreds of other local dads — some accomplished fishermen, most 
novices — embraced that idea and packed Franklin Park yesterday for a 
pre-Father’s Day outing sponsored by the Columbus Urban League.

“It’s a blessing to be able to do this with your kids,” said Oleatha Waugh, 
fishing with son Caleb, 6, and daughter Ayress, 10. “And on a Father’s Day 
weekend? So appropriate.”

Caleb clearly had a knack, hooking several small fish — possibly the same 
one twice — not to mention possessing a mighty cast. “I’m going to have to 
put this boy on the pro tour,” Waugh said, laughing.

Many of the men who took part in the annual “Fishing with Dad” event 
are raising their kids and are deeply involved in their lives. Others, and 
Green was among them not so long ago, have been absent and are 
working to fulfill their roles.

“This is a teachable moment,” said the Urban League’s Stefan Dunn. “You 
don’t need a lot of money to spend time with your kids. You don’t need to 
buy stuff. This park is free.”

Fishing with Dad is part of the Urban League’s main fatherhood-advocacy 
initiative, Father 2 Father. Officials say the program has reached more 
than 2,800 people during the past year, helping fathers become self-
sufficient, connected with their children and financially responsible.

Since 2008, the initiative also has led to the collection of more than $1.7 
million in child-support payments.

Green, 53, is a father of four who says he had been “an absentee” much of 
the time before entering the program. He has since married, landed a 
good job and bought a house on the North Side.
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“I tell my story,” said Green, who regularly volunteers with Father 2 
Father. “And that story is about never giving up.”

Fishing with Dad started out five or so years ago with a handful of fathers 
and kids gathering to fish and grill out.

Things took off in a welcome but unexpected way last year. More than 300 
dads and children came ready to fish, and organizers quickly ran out of 
equipment.

“This year, we have 700 poles,” said the Urban League’s Toni 
Cunningham. They needed every one.

Bobb Johnson, a veteran fisherman and volunteer, readied dozens of 
hooks and bobbers and lines ahead of the event. He also was on hand 
yesterday to untangle said hooks and bobbers and lines.

The 73-year-old retiree is a firm believer in the family-strengthening 
power of the rod and reel.

“I brought my kids fishing when they were coming up just like my parents 
did me,” Johnson said. “ Fishing and gardening and grandkids, that’s my 
three favorite things. Not necessarily in that order.”

Stephanie Hightower, president and CEO of the Columbus Urban League, 
said this year’s fishing event was heavily supported by local churches. The 
hope is that many of the dads will take their kids to services today for 
Father’s Day, and begin to see the faith-based community as a means of 
support as they grow into fatherhood.

“There are real values being taught here,” said John Kendrix, who brought 
sons Keyshawn, 15, and Kenneth, 13.

Green was beaming as he worked the event, feeling very much like the dad 
and granddad he is.

“I bought my youngest son his first car,” he said. “It feels so good to be 
able to do those things.”

rprice@dispatch.com
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CHARLOTTE DANCY (CDANCY72@GMAIL.COM)

I am a 77-year old Grandmother, Aunt and Great-Aunt. I take the 
young ones fishing at least 3 times a summer. I have taught all the children 
(some as young as 4) how to cast, and put bait on their hooks. They are so 
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delighted when they catch a fish (at our fishing place, the bass and bluegill keep 
you busy). At the end of our fishing excursion, we all get together to clean the fish 
- and then have a fish fry. They will remember these fishing trips - I carry lots of 
snacks and drinks - they consider these outings fishing picnics.
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