
 
 
 
 
April 1, 2010 
 
The Honorable Steve Austria 
United State House of Representatives 
1641 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Re:  House Resolution 2979 
       The Julia Carson Responsible Fatherhood and Healthy Families Act of 2009 
       
 
Dear Congressman Austria : 
 

The Ohio Commission on Fatherhood strongly urges you to co-sponsor House Resolution 2979 (H.R. 

2979), the Julia Carson Responsible Fatherhood and Healthy Families Act of 2009 (hereinafter the “Julia 

Carson Act”).  Representative Danny K. Davis (D-IL)   and Senator Evan Bayh (D-IN) introduced 

companion fatherhood bills in June 2009.  Unfortunately, no members of the Ohio delegation are presently 

listed as co-sponsors of this important legislation.   

The House version of the bill is named in honor of the late Congresswoman Julia Carson, a longtime 

Indianapolis federal legislator who championed fatherhood issues throughout her career.  Speaking in 

support of the legislation, Representative Andre Carson, House co-sponsor and her grandson stated:  

Our current system too often has benefits set up in a way that encourages 
Single parent households rather than two-parent families. The unintended 
consequence, of course, is that parents have a disincentive to remain 
together.  My grandmother's vision-and this bill- focuses on changing the 
system so that it's more pro-family and creates incentives for both parents 
to work together to raise their children. 
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Because Ohio faces an unprecedented budget deficit, the state must take advantage of every possible 

federal funding opportunity. As one of the only states with a statutorily mandated fatherhood commission, 

Ohio is in a unique position to benefit from the enactment of the Julia Carson Act., which gives funding  

priority to established state fatherhood programs.  The goals of our state statute (O.R.C. 5101.342) are 

aligned with the federal legislation; both seek to increase public awareness of the critical role fathers play 

and to provide incentives for parents to work together to successfully raise their children. 

 

The Ohio Commission on Fatherhood funds innovative programs, engages the community, trains 

practitioners and develops policy recommendations, all with the objective of enhancing the well being of 

Ohio’s children.  Since 2008, the Commission has provided over $2.5 million in direct grant funding to 

fatherhood programs throughout Ohio.  If enacted, H.R. 2979 will allow the Commission to fund 

additional initiatives and to have an even greater impact on Ohio’s families. 

 

Thus, we respectfully urge you to become a co-sponsor of the Julia Carson Responsible Fatherhood and 

Health Families Act of 2009. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Peter Lawson Jones 
Chairman, Ohio Commission on Fatherhood 
 
 
 
 
 
J. Tracy Robinson 
Executive Director, Ohio Commission on Fatherhood 
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State Senator Ray Miller 
Commissioner, Ohio Commission on Fatherhood 
 
 
 
 
 
State Senator David Goodman 
Commissioner, Ohio Commission on Fatherhood 
 
 
 
  
 
State Representative Marian Harris 
Commissioner, Ohio Commission on Fatherhood 
 
 
 
 
 
State Representative Ron Maag 
Commissioner, Ohio Commission on Fatherhood 
 
 
 
 
State Representative C. Carlton Weddington 
Commissioner, Ohio Commission on Fatherhood 
 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Ohio Congressional Delegation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


