
5/4/2012

1

Overview of Ohio 
Commission on 
FatherhoodFatherhood

Kimberly Dent
Interim Executive Director

OVERVIEW OF THE OHIO COMMISSION 
ON FATHERHOOD

Increase public awareness of the critical role fathers play 
in their families’ lives

A f h di b i

Purpose of OCF

Augment father readiness by preventing premature 
fatherhood and building parenting skills

Promote family reconciliation and fathers’ involvement in 
their children’s’ schools

Increase employment for low‐income fathers

Develop fathers’ relationship skills in order to strengthen p p g
their parenting, employment and marriage

MISSION:  Enhancing the well-being of Ohio’s children by inspiring and 
supporting diverse  groups and communities to improve the quality of fatherhood
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•Senator Charleta B. Tavares
• Senator Bill Beagle

L i l t

Representation on Ohio
Commission on Fatherhood

•Representative Timothy Derickson 
•Representative  Jeffrey A. McClain
•Representative Mike Ashford 

Legislators

•Ohio Department of Job & Family Services
•Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Service
•Ohio Department of  Rehabilitation and  Correction 
•Ohio Department of  Youth Services
•Ohio Department of Health

State 
Agencies

•Ohio Department of Education
g

•Governor or designee
• Five members of the public appointed by the Governor; selected for 
experience with fatherhood issues

•Member of Ohio Family and Children First Cabinet
•Representative appointed by Chief Justice of Supreme Court

Citizens and 
Governor

The Problem: Father Absence
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National Percentage of Children without Father at Home 
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In 1960, 8 million children lived in father-absent homes.
In 2005, more than 25 million children lived in father-absent homes.
*Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005
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Ohio Counties: Percentage of Births 
to Unmarried Parents
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Statewide problem affecting all demographics, not just an inner city problem

Urban Suburban Rural Appalachian

Consequences of Father Absence

Children of father‐absent homes are:
l k l l• Five times more likely to live in poverty

• Three times more likely to fail in school

• Two times more likely to develop emotional or behavioral 
problems

• Two times more likely to abuse drugs

• Two times more likely to be abused and neglectedTwo times more likely to be abused and neglected

• Two times more likely to become involved in crime

• Three times more likely to commit suicide
*Source: Data from National Fatherhood Initiative Father Facts,5th Edition, 2007
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Costs of Father Absence

In 2006, the federal 
government spent $100 billiongovernment spent $100 billion 
on federally funded benefits 
programs and child support 
enforcement to support father‐
absent homes – nearly 4% of 
the entire federal budget

Medicaid ($23 billion) TANFMedicaid ($23 billion), TANF

($15 billion), and EITC ($15

billion) accounted for more 
than half the costs.

OCF Funded Programs
By Region

1. Action for Children

Columbus Urban League

2. WSOS

4. Urban Light Ministries

Spirit of Peace

5. Talbert House

8. Cuyahoga County 
Fatherhood InitiativeFatherhood Initiative 
(past grantee)

9. Fame Fathers

10. Harcatus

Forever Dads (past 
grantee)
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Ohio County Fatherhood Initiative

Four‐Stage Model for Community Engagement

1 • Community Awareness

2 • Community Partners

• Community Organization

Twelve 
counties 
were 
trained

3 • Community Organization

4 • Community Accountability

trained 
in 2011, 
five in 
2012

Benefits of Father Involvement

• More economic stability for families
• Better cognitive outcomes, even for infants

Child h i fid d illi• Children happier, more confident and willing 
to try new things

• Fewer behavioral problems in school
• Children have better psychological well‐being
• Higher levels of empathy and other 

pro‐social behavior
Hi h d t t d ll• Higher grades, test scores and overall 
academic achievement

*Source: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Administration for Children &
Families Administration on Children, Youth and Families Head Start Bureau June 2004
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Return on Investment in Fatherhood:  
Increased Collections            Child Support
The Columbus Urban League and Franklin County Child Support 
Enforcement Agency tracked child support payments made byEnforcement Agency tracked child support payments made by 
fathers who graduated from the Urban League’s Father2Father 
program.  

Prior to the program, these fathers contributed only $78,752. 
After graduating, they contributed more than $295,000, an 
increase of more than $200,000.

Return on Investment in Fatherhood:
Decreased Costs           Child Welfare
Cultural change at Summit County Children Services to 
include fathers resulted in:include fathers resulted in:

• More fathers attending “Team Decision Making Meetings” 
on child safety (233 in 2011)

• 20% increase in fathers identified in case plans

• 435 of 478 cases (91%) have identified fathers

Higher father identification results in more at riskHigher father identification results in more at risk 
children able to remain with their fathers rather than be 
placed in foster care.
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QuestionsQuestions
Comments
Feedback

Kimberly Dent
Interim Executive Director

50 West Town Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
(614) 752-0583 direct(614) 752 0583 direct

www.fatherhood.ohio.gov
E-Mail: kimberly.dent@jfs.ohio.gov


