Ohio Commission on Fatherhood 
Minutes from the Meeting of

Thursday, June 13, 2013
	Commissioners Present:
Senator Bill Beagle

Mr. Robert Boykins
Director Carri Brown

Director Susan Brown

Mr. Cedric Collins
Mr. Steven Killpack
Dr. Randy Leite

Mr. Scott Neely
Mr. Luis Vazquez
	Guests: 
Jim Bates, Ohio State University Extension

Lauren Beagle

Kirk Bloir, Ohio State University Extension

Susan Colbert, Ohio State University Extension

Matthew Cunningham, TANF Section Chief

Dominique Dixon, TANF Section Chief Intern

Damien Hardy, LA for Senator Eric Kearney
Camilla Hydzik, LA for Senator Bill Beagle

Burl Lemon, ForeverDads

John Schmoll, Ohio Men’s Action Network

Debra Seltzer, Ohio Department of Health

Senator Charleta Tavares


	OCF Staff Present:
Director Kimberly Dent
Ms. Whitney Logan


I.
Call to Order & Welcome New Commissioners
Chairman Bill Beagle called the meeting to order at 3:08 PM. He welcomed our guests and Ohio Commission on Fatherhood (OCF) commissioners. A quorum was not achieved. 
II.
Approval of April 18, 2013 Minutes
The minutes from April 18, 2013 will be approved during the Commission’s next meeting.
III.
OCF Executive Director’s Report

OCF Executive Director Kimberly Dent provided a written summary of her activities since May 2013, a synopsis of which has been incorporated into these minutes.  The Executive Director highlighted the Commission’s and/or her involvement in the following events:
· OCF staff participated in several DRC re-entry resource fairs and shared information with inmates about responsible fatherhood and resources available upon release.


· OCF staff made several presentations on responsible fatherhood to incarcerated fathers.  Staff conducted workshops for inmates covering topics such as child support, father engagement and how to stay connected to their child/ren.

· OCF staff presented at the Building Assets for Fathers and Families Regional Training events.  The training events were very successful as fatherhood practitioners and Child Support and financial education professionals met to cross-train and discuss how they can implement a similar project in their respective counties.

· OCF staff presented at the Coshocton County Fatherhood Stakeholders Meeting. OCF staff gave an overview of the Commission, answered questions about the Ohio County Initiative training and the 2014-2015 Fatherhood RFGA.

· OCF staff participated in a stakeholder meeting discussion on the needs of fathers in Fairfield County.  Action for Children, a program funded by OCF, has begun services (Father Factor and Mothers Matter) in Fairfield County.  The group also discussed a Fairfield/Franklin Summit for Young Fathers, scheduled on June 14th at Nationwide Children’s Hospital.

IV.
OCF Request for Grant Application (RFGA) 2014-15
Director Dent and Matthew Cunningham, TANF Section Chief, presented information on the Request for Grant Applications (RFGA).  The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) released this RFGA on behalf of the OCF in order to award funding to qualified applicants to implement a regional fatherhood program to help vulnerable fathers and families. OCF is particularly interested in specific project descriptions that focused on outcomes and convey strategies for achieving intended performance. This grant will provide funding only to established fatherhood programs that have been in continuous operation for at least three (3) years.   The RFGA was released on May 8, 2013 and the application deadline was June 6, 2013. The Ohio Department of Job & Family Services Contracts & Acquisitions office received 12 proposals. A review team has been organized and will begin reviewing applications June 17, 2013.

V.
ForeverDads
Mr. Burl Lemon from ForeverDads presented on the work of their OCF-contracted services known as the Regional Fatherhood Pilot Project.   The scope of this project began with the focus to engage thirteen under- served Appalachian counties (Athens, Belmont, Gallia, Hocking, Jackson, Lawrence, Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, Noble, Ross, Vinton and Washington).  Quickly, it became apparent that the development of an actual fatherhood program was needed.  According to Mr. Lemon, his initial contact was with the Warden of Ross Correctional Institution, Tim Buchanan (Ross County). This was followed up by conversations with assigned staff members to work with ForeverDads to develop an Inside Out DAD program within their prison. During this development stage, Mr. Buchanan was reassigned to Noble Correctional Institute and a new relationship with the incoming warden, Mr. Mick Oppy was established. The staff members, Jon Pence and Robert Letts served as the glue to continuing this process. 

Simultaneously, Mr. Lemon contacted several community partners to frame the delivery of the curriculum which served also as a way to find the heroes of the counties. Identifying experienced facilitators who also had a heart for both fatherhood and incarcerated men was critical to the success of this initiative.  Two facilitators were identified - one who had 17 years of works experience in the penal system, the other who has been working with youth offenders for over five years. Due to an unfortunate health issue, this team of facilitators was unable to serve.  
 Mr. Lemon continued to meet with individuals in Hocking and Ross counties to secure the right fit, to no avail. The project then expanded their search to seek someone that had experience from the background of the inmates, worked or lived in counties represented by the region or those incarcerated.  Eventually, ForeverDads were able to secure a facilitator who lives in Morgan County and worked for Habitat for Humanity in Franklin County.  He has had issues similar to fathers he will be serving.
Mr. Lemon also invited representatives from all of the counties to a Regional Fatherhood Initiative Workshop. That will be held on June 26that the Ross Correctional Institute in Chillicothe, OH.   During this workshop, constituents from the respective counties will be provided information and insight on the development of a county fatherhood initiative. Included in the delivery will be information about programs, activities, events and trainings as well as insight into the lives of men that are being served through ForeverDads. Immediately following the workshop will be a Commencement Service for the Ross Correctional Institute Inside Out DAD program graduates. 

Mr. Lemon stated that this project has served as a great tool for seed planting of future counties that will step forward to apply for funding from the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood.  He hopes that by the services made available through this project, that these counties will choose to come to the workshop, connect with the presenters and graduates, grow in their knowledge and awareness of the fatherhood work, and go back to their communities to rally leaders to step forward in addressing father absence, create father presence and strengthen the entire family base.
VI.
Senate Bill 19- Ohio Family Stability Commission
Senator Charleta Tavares presented on Senate Bill 19 (SB 19) which creates an Ohio Family Stability Commission. According to Senator Tavares the idea was inspired by her protégé, former Senator Ray Miller who sponsored a Family Stability Summit with Bishop Timothy Clark of First Church of God and Rich Nathan of the Vineyard Church in 2009.  The purpose of the summit was to obtain a community wide view on how to stabilize vulnerable families with a systematic approach. Many recommendations were generated from the summit but very few were addressed and carried out. 
SB 19 establishes the Ohio Family Stability Commission for four years. The purpose of the Commission is to: 1.) gather a well-represented commission; 2.) implement changes; 3.) give recommendations to the General Assembly, state and local agencies and organizations; and, 4.) guide and monitor recommendations.  Senator Tavares hopes that SB 19 will be implemented by the end of this General Assembly session and housed within ODJFS under Director Michael Colbert.
VII. OCF Strategic Retreat
OCF Chairman Beagle proposed the idea of an OCF Strategic Retreat. He asked for Commissioners to provide feedback on when, where, how and why they should convene for a retreat. Commissioner Scott Neely fully supports the idea of an OCF Retreat and believes it will give the Commission an opportunity for commissioners and the agencies they represent to conduct a holistic strategic approach for OCF. Commissioner Luis Vazquez believes this is a perfect time for a retreat especially with newly appointed commissioners. Commissioner Carrie Brown stated the retreat should last one full day with agenda items covering but not limited to the direction and vision of the OCF, goals, strategic plan, SWOT analysis and commissioners’ responsibilities. She also posed the idea of scheduling a facilitator for the retreat.

Ms. Camilla Hydzik, Senator Bill Beagle and OCF staff will work together and propose dates and an agenda for the 2013 OCF Retreat.

VIII. Father’s Day 2013
Director Dent announced upcoming Father’s Day activities throughout Ohio including the following events:

· My Dad Rocks Fatherhood Celebration June 14, 2013

· Teen Fatherhood Resource Network Fair June 14, 2013

· Fatherhood Celebration March June 15, 2013

· ForeverDad’s All Star Dads Day June 15, 2013

IX.  Announcements & New Business
Commissioner Robert Boykin from the Ohio Department of Education presented on the new changes to the General Education Development (GED). Commissioner Boykin learned the following in regards to the GED:
· GED Tests began in 1942 with the development of a battery of tests for U.S. Military personnel who had not completed their high school studies.

· Today the tests are used in all fifty states, in the U.S.

· GED is the vendor/company who proctors the assessment and the exam is called the high school equivalency test.

· The GED company has proctored this exam since its inception over 60 years ago and therefore the company’s name has been used interchangeably with the meaning of its proper name of the high school equivalency test.

· The cost for the high school equivalency test was approximately $40.00 but will increase to an estimated $120.00 by the GED company. This poses a huge barrier for the various demographics of people who aspire to complete the test. There are also additional charges for retakes.

· The GED company is the only vendor in the state and U.S. who administers the high school equivalency test and therefore has a total monopoly on the system.

Commissioner Vazquez asked if there were any other vendors/companies who can offer cheaper services. Commissioner Boykin is not aware of any other vendors/companies at the moment. Commissioner Steve Killpack encourages everyone needing to complete and pass the high school equivalency test to do so by January 2014 before changes are implemented.
After the discussion on the GED, Chairman Beagle called upon Jim Bates, Kirk Bloir and Susan Colbert from The Ohio State University Extension (OSU Extension). The three guests gave a brief overview of the purpose of the OSU Extension. The purpose of OSU Extension is to interpret knowledge and research developed by faculty and staff at the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center, Ohio State main campus, and other land-grant universities – so that Ohioans can use the scientifically based information to better their lives, businesses and communities.

The OSU Extension’s hallmark is programming delivered by professionals to address the needs of the local community while also addressing state, national, and global issues.  Practical educational programs combine the needs of local citizens and communities with new research and technical information.  No matter which county you visit, you can find people who are helped by the four major OSU Extension program areas: family and consumer sciences, 4-H youth development, community development, and agriculture and natural resources. These program areas – and many other special topics – are continuously being evaluated and updated to meet the changing needs and issues facing each community.

OSU Extension provides practical advice, sensible solutions, and realistic down-to-earth answers for all Ohioans.

Director Dent requested Mr. Jim Bates, Mr. Kirk Bloir and Ms. Susan Colbert from The Ohio State University Extension to give a more in depth presentation at the next commission meeting scheduled for September 12, 2013.
Ms. Debra Seltzer from the Ohio Department of Health gave a brief overview of the Ohio Men’s Action Network (OHMAN).  OHMAN is a network of men and women, as individuals and as representatives of local and state organizations, working to engage men and boys to prevent sexual violence and exploitation, including domestic violence, intimate partner violence, family and relationship violence and to promote equitable, nonviolent relationships and culture free oppression. OHMAN seeks to create and support communities where all people can live free of violence within their relationships, and share in their commitment to respect, safety, and equality.

Director Dent also requested that OHMAN attend the next Commission meeting scheduled for September 12, 2013 to give a more in depth presentation about their mission and services.
X. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 4:48 PM.
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