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As | stood in the middle
of our 3rd annual Celebrate
Fatherhood Montgomery
County event and accepted
congratulations on the
event's success and impact, a
well-known community lead-
er approached me and said,
“Mike, this is a great event,
but it’s sad that three differ-
ent events like this are going
on at the same time.” | re-
spectfully had to disagree.

While all of us that
stage events would love to
have as many people walk
through the gates as possible,
there are many ways to cele-
brate fatherhood. For exam-
ple, one of the “competing”
celebrations was thrown by a
group of ministers and fea-
tured a basketball tourna-
ment. They highlighted the
importance of involved fa-
thers in different ways than
our event, but it was just
that, different, not wrong.
48% of children in Dayton live
in fatherless homes. There
are approximately 140,000
people in Dayton alone. |
think Montgomery County
can support more than one
event, which brings me to my

Diversity: Oh yes, a good thing

bigger point. Diversity of ser-
vice is paramount.

Good leaders know that
one of the keys to success is
flexibility. One cannot talk to
his team members the same
way if they have different
personalities. The same is

true of clients in all industries.

When creating programs and

events to address societal ills
such as homelessness, pov-
erty and fatherlessness, the
planners must educate in a
variety of ways or risk not
reaching certain segments of
society. The best way to ac-
complish this is by making
sure the planning committee
itself is diverse.

The first incarnation of
Celebrate Fatherhood Mont-
gomery County was planned
and executed by a team of
committed community lead-
ers that were of the same
race and gender. By year two

we had three ethnicities and
two genders represented. It
is no coincidence that the
event took off and the folks
that walked through the gates
on Father’s Day weekend
were reflective of the plan-
ning committee. Is fatherhood
important to everyone! Of
course it is. (Call me if you
need examples.) With that
being said, the message of its
importance must be spoken
by diverse voices.

My guess is whatever
industry you are in affects
several demographic groups.
Do not attempt to serve
them from one point of view
when they have many differ-
ent ones.

Michael Newsom

Michael Newsom is the
Fatherhood Coordinator with the
Montgomery County Dept. of
Job & Family Services. Contact
him at (937-496-7569) or
newsom@odjfs.state.oh.us.
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“l had participants
tell me that attending
this event made them

think about
fatherhood in a

different light.”

State Senator Bill Dayton Public Schools

- Joyce Gerren, ] Dayton City Commis-
A = i Chief of Innovation
s sioner Joey Williams Beagle (local legislator ;
. named to the Ohio David Lawrence shared
Corimanicy started the evening off o . ;
right with powerful Commission on Father- his point-of-view as an
Programming werdsshauatierals hood) explained how the educator who sees the
Office of Family & fathers play in the com-  State supports local fa- positive effects responsi-
Children First | munity and in his own therhood movements ble, involved fathers have
Mantgomary Cotnty family. He was accompa- like the Montgomery on students. He also
‘ nied at the event by his County Fatherhood Initi-  honored DPS art/essay
ative. contest entrants.

father and son.
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One of the key components of
Celebrate Fatherhood

Montgomery County is the artlessay
contest. Dayton Public Schools stu-

dents submit works about their fa-
thers/father figures and are recog-
nized for their work. All entrants
receive school supplies. Winners re-
ceive other donated gifts such as
bicycles, i-pods and gift cards.

FATHERHOOD QUARTERLY

ettt S e g —



VOLUME I, ISSUE 4

Service providers (above)
were on hand to educate the
community about the ser-
vices they may need. Some
of the providers on hand
were: Unified Health Solu-
tions, Nova Behavioral
Health, Montgomery County
Office of Ex-Offender
Reentry, Community Health
Centers of Dayton, Miami
Valley Child Development
Centers, Community Initia-
tive to Reduce Gun Vio-
lence, Omega Psi Phi,
STEAM Academy and Ohio
\Business College.

Dayton Metro Library.
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One of the event’s sponsors,  Sinclair Community College weekend I
The Ridge Project, provided  ran the reading corner for |
fun family activities for all kids and their parents and on Page 4. I
(below). gave away books donated by |
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The JFS Fiscal Department’s Sherry Thompson and Cissy
Conyers (right) ran the registration tables on both days of
the event. Many families were on hand to enjoy the quality
time, pizza, and fatherhood knowledge, including JFS Ohio
Means Jobs Staffing Specialist Aminah Costner and family
(directly below).
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The incomparable Judge Walter

Herbert Rice (left) was the closing speaker on
Friday evening. Earlier in the program recent Bel-
mont HS grad Rocky Anderson (below) spoke
about the challenges of being a young father.




Educating
the mind
without
educating the
heart is no
education
at all.
— Aristotle

“Education is the wost
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W8 cak use to
ch ugt the world”
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Mykal Comminey
(Westwood Prek-8)
submitted one of the
winning art projects
about his Dad Michael
Comminey Jr. (second
from left). They are
joined in the picture by
Michael Comminey Sr.
(far left). Mykal received
an i-pod shuffle courte-
sy of Target. He also
got to see his dad shed
tears of joy and pride
when he saw the pro-
ject for the first time.

The Art/Essay Contest

Louise Troy Elementary
student Brooke Powe
receives her bicycle and
helmet after being
named one of the My
Dad Rocks essay
winners.
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Celebrate Fatherhood Montgomery County 2014 was successful because of the hard
work of the planning committee pictured below and funding from Montgomery County
Department of Job & Family Services, The Ohio Commission on Fatherhood and The
Ridge Project. The following entities also contributed to the event: Target, Mahogany’s
Child, United Against Violence of Greater Dayton, Dayton Dragons, Screenabilitees,

Gordon Food Service, Dayton Metro Library, T) Chumps, and The Vineyard Church.

From left to right: Kevin Shehee (The Ridge Project), Donna McGhee (Unified
Health Solutions), Greg Payne (Men of Standards), Robert Jones (Rescare
Workforce Services), Mike Newsom (JFS), Ron Jones (Dayton & Montgomery
County Public Health Department), Kristin Keyer (U.S. Probation Depart-

ment), Quinn Howard (Montgomery County Office of Ex-Offender F%i-‘heni'ry)
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