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770 West Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43222

Ted Strickland, Governor www.drc.chio.qov Ernie L. Moore, Director

Testimony before the House Education Committee
House Bill 479 (Weddington)

Presented by: Ernie L. Moore, Director

April 13, 2010

Good morning, Chairman Williams, Vice Chairman Luckie, Ranking Member Stebelton and
members of the House Education Committee. | am Ernie Moore, Director of the Ohio Department
of Rehabilitation and Correction. Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today and
provide testimony on House Bill 479, sponsored by Representative Carlton Weddington, which will
allow the Department to establish an innovative high school degree program for youthful offenders
incarcerated in the adult prison system.

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction currently houses over 51,000 offenders,
with approximately 4,000 youthful offenders between the ages of 18 and 21 years old. Of these
offenders, 80% or 3,200 have dropped out of high school prior to their incarceration. DRC through
its Ohio Central School system is statutorily charged with addressing the educational needs of
Ohio’s incarcerated adults by providing programming opportunities for prisoners that allows them

“)to complete basic education courses, earn Ohio certificates of high school equivalence, high
school diplomas, or pursue vocational training.

House Bill 479 will create the authority for Ohio to be the first state in the country to establish a
high school degree program that starts during incarceration for 18 to 21 year olds and continues
upon release into the community at the Win Win Academy. This innovative drop out recovery
model will allow youthful short term offenders who have failed in traditional high school programs
to earn their diploma. Under the initial pilot, offenders who meet eligibility will begin the program at
the Pickaway Correctional Institution for males, and the Ohio Reformatory for Women for females,
and then finish upon their release, at the Franklin County community program. The Win Win model
addresses one of the strongest links to incarceration, the lack of educational achievement. A
three-state study which included Ohio was completed in 2002 and evaluated the impact of
education by following inmate students for three years after their release from prison. That study
and other research revealed that offenders who obtain their education have a greatly reduced
chance of returning to prison.

DRC began a strong partnership with Win Win Incorporated in the year 2000. Under the
leadership of former Director Wilkinson, Win Win developed an educational program model to
enhance the parenting skills of incarcerated fathers, named Families-Together. Because of Win
Win's experience with the Families Together program, DRC contracted with the organization to be
the statewide coordinator of the Children of Incarcerated Parents: Breaking the Cycle initiative.
Both of these initiatives were successful and solidified the relationship between DRC and Win Win.
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In addition to its documented success in correctional settings, Win Win has developed a number of
partnerships with community organizations and service providers that will enhance this program’s
success.

In conclusion, it is important to note, that 98 percent of the inmates currently incarcerated will be
returning to our communities. | am proud of the fact that Rehabilitation is a part of the name of this
Department. It is my philosophy that inmates be provided opportunities to return home better than
they were before incarceration. We all benefit when inmates participate in effective programming
that reduces their likelihood of returning to prison.

Passage of House Bill 479 will allow the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction to further
these goals by establishing a program that can provide a second chance for attainment of a high
school degree to youthful offenders who have failed in traditional education settings. It is my
sincere hope that we can build upon success of this initial pilot program, and expand it across the
state to make a difference throughout Ohio’s communities.

Chairman Williams, and members of the House Education Committee, | appreciate your support
and timely passage of House Bill 479.

I would now be happy to answer any questions that you might have.




As Introduced

128th General Assembly
Regular Session S. B. No. 246
2009-2010

Senator Sawyer

Cosponsors: Senators Cates, Miller, R., Turner, Morano, Seitz, Smith,

Miller, D., Schiavoni, Goodman, Cafaro, Kearney

ABILL

To enact section 3314.019 of the Revised Code to
permit the establishment of a community school to
serve adults of school age who are incarcerated or
who have been released from the custody of the
Department of Youth Services and to declare an

emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 3314.019 of the Revised Code be

enacted to read as follows:
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institution and ig located in a big-eight school district,

(b} The school's governing authority shall consult with the

maintain a facility and the department shall allocate space in the

 dentified instituti : by ¢l hool . Each facili

located on the site of a state correctional institution shall be a

(D) (2) () (44id) of this section prior to Julvy 1. 2013, for the

2010-2011 school vear, the governing authority shall locate the

school's first commupity-based facility in the Columbus citvy

school district and shall not be required to comply with division
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requirements of this chapterxr. 234

Section 2. This act is hereby declared to be an emergency 235

measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public4 236



